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{3 Mong the High Church Men, 1 find there 
Do Swear to the Merits of Henry Sacheverell : 
Among the Low Church too, I find that as Odly, , 
Joe pin all ther Faith on Benjamin Hoadli7. 
But We Moderate Men, do our Judgments Suſpend, | { 
For Gop only knows how theſe Matters may End,; 
Since Salishury, —— and Kennet White, ſhow, 
That Doctrines may Change; as Preferments do go. 
And Twenty Years hence, for ought as we know, 
- It may be Hoadly the high, and Sacheveral the low. ) By 
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Ho the Right Worſhipful George Sacheverel: Eſq; 
High Sheriff of the County of Derby; and to the 
Honourable Gentlemen of the Grand Jury. 


Gentlemen, 5 
He peculiar Honour on were pleas dite confer upon me after 
the delivery of this plain Diſeoutſe, was ſo Sigral, that no- 
thing 40 than this public Acknowlegement can quit me of In- 
5 4r1tude, I 5 a5 $5” | 
a Now, when the Principles 4 fereſts of our Church and Con- 
ſtitution, are ſo hDametully Butr d, and Nun Down, it can be 
no little Comfort to a thoſe who Wiſh their Welfare and Sceuri- 
ty, to ſee, that notwithſtanding the ſecret Malice and open Vio- 
lence they are perſecuted with, there are ſtill to be found ſuch 
Worthy Patrons of both, who dare Own and Defend them as well 
agai uit the Rude and Preſumptuous Inlults of the One Side, as 
the Baie, Undermining Treachery of the Other; and who {corn 
ro kit ſilently by, and partake in the Sins of theſe Aſſociated Ma- 
Ss hehank, e V 
WD the Truth ſeems to be ſo much Forſaken 4! preſent, yet Gd 
be thank'd, they fhall yet find to our Honour, that we have Still (| 
among Vs A els have Coutage ro ipeak it, as well as theſe 'S- 
- who have Lives and Fortunts to M. intain it : And the' the Age 
is lunk into the loweft Dregs of Corruption, that it cannot endure 
ound Dectrine, there are not wanting Some to Preach it, and 
Ochers to Support it, at the Expence of Bo May the Influ- 
Enc2 F yoar Good Examp ed mhirb as much anſmares cu Friends 
a4 it Terriſles ur Enemies, be as diffaſrvely prevailins, as "tis 
nobly conſpicuous; and the Bleſſing of that Church attend you » 
| whirl 503 fo eminently Adon and Suſtain -  - + | I 
Ad as I am obliged by the Relation I have the Honour to bear 
to your Family, may 4 double Portion of Divine Favour ret un 
Len (Ar. High Sheriff) whoſe commands J was. very ready to 
Execute in t$5 Glhice, ſince jo rheaght neither the d vancemeni 
of your Tearn ſ. genercuſty Expended for . 75 of your Coun. 
iry, nor the great Troub'e attending this Polt . ſufficient to ex- 
- empt 504, . from (hewing thut Head) L21ilty and Zeal ro ſerve. 
Hie, Majeity and the Government, for which you have been ſo re- 
nei. Diftugnith'd?' (* 
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ith all 16gard, Gentlemen, 
224 2 Tour very humble ra ,, | 
HENRY SACHEVERELL, | 
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1 TIM. 5. Part of the 22d Verſt. 
Neither be Partaker of other Men's Sins. 


* 


1 


wanting in lufficient Infiructions for the Diſcharge of ſo Weighty and 
Sacred an Office, heſends him in this Epiſtie the Credentials of his 
Authority, with.thoſc Rules of Government for himſelf in his private 


Life, together with thoſe Canons of Ecclefjaftical Diſcipline, which 
were abſolutely neceſſary for the publick due Adminiftration of the | 


Church of God. And to excite in him a full ſenſe of bis Duty, and 


| the great Danger of negleQing or abuſing his High Calling, the Apo- 


ſtle charges him before God, and the Lord ſeſus Chrift, and 1 1 
the/ Eled Angels, to conſider that a double Burthen lay upon 
him, that he muſt anſwer for the Loſp of all thoſe other Souls com- 


mitted to his Cate at the Expence of his own; that he muff be Re- 


ſponſible for their Guilt and Miſcarriage, as his own proper Crimes, 
and that therefore be ſhond act with ell the ſtricteſt Vigilance and 
_ CircamſpeCtion in {ſo momentous a Concern, and lay hands ſuddeniy 
on no man: Which, whether under flood of Abſolution ot 

| Penitents, by that Ancient and Primitive Ceremony ud in it, 


Aa: 
> a 


(as ſome writers contend) or of Ordination, (as others) would in. 


volve him in all the ill Conſequences of fuch a 1afh and precipica.e 
Action, and make him partaker of other Men's Sins. | 

The Words however may be taken in an unreflain'd Senſe, 23 an 
Excellent Mazim forthe Condud of humane Life in general; v7 
as an univerſal Prohibition of contributing towards, concmting, or 
Complying with, the wicked Practices of others, left as we thereby 
become Accomplices in their Iniquity; we may be alſo ſharers in 
their Guilt, and fellow-ſufferers in their Pamfhment; Under which 


unlimited acceptation I ſhall proceed to difcourſe on the Text, and 


ſhall endeavour to ſhew, * | 
= Fivft, How many ways we may be partakert of other Men's Sins, 
II. Secondly, I will urge ſome particular Motives to deter us fr gm 
falling under ſo great and dangerous a Guil:, 


1. And Firfl, I will ſhew bow many ways we may be Partaker; cf 


\ 


ot ber Men's Sins. In order to the ftating this Point clearly, 1 maſt be | 


leave to premiſe this Reflection, That all immoral Actions may be 
conſidet'd under a double view, and conſequently divided into two 


Sorts, Either firfl, ſuch as are Interna), and Perſons! ; or fecondly, 


ſach as are External, and Derivative, Now as the {irit are confin'd 
within the Offender, and tfanſacted only betwix: God and ow Coil. 
{cicnces; ſo. they extend their Guilt no farther than the man, 2% 

; | at 


| TYJ HEN St. Pant by the peculiar D-fignation of the Holy Giro, 
| had ordained Tumoiby Bilbop of Epbeſus, that he might not be 


4 ASE RMO N Preach d 
are Circurnſcrib'd within the Bounds of hisown Soul. Theſe Sing 
are of a reftrain'd and Pofitive Naturey and to be meaſur'd by their 
Eſſential, and Intriofical Malignity alone. But the Others have, be- 
fides this a Relative Addition of Galt, drawn from all the miſchie- 
vous Effect, and wicked Conſequences that flow from them; accor- 
ding to which, they riſe in proportion of Impiety, increaſe in the 
Degrees of Heinoufneſs and Aggtavation, and ftill gather as they are 
further propagated and advanc'd. And as they are acted in Con- 
junction, in this communion and ſociety of vice, ( a8 I may callit ) 
it grows fruitful, and multiplies ; and tho* the Sin confider'd it it 
ſelf may be ſingle, and uncompounded, yet with teſpect to the Mul- 


communicated Influence is transfus'd thro? ſevetal different Channels, 
which may all ſpring out of, run into, and joyn in one individual 
Body, According ro Which Notion, any criminal Action may di- 
ftinguiſh all thoſe that ate confederate in its Commiſſion, into theſe 
three ſeveral Claſſes ; either firfty, as they ate principal Agents init; 
or ſecondly, as they ate acceſſories to it; or thirdly, a8 they are 
Privy to its Execution, by a tacit compliance with it, wilful neglect 
of it, or omiſſion to prevent it. All which are to be confider'd as 
ſo many gradations of Sin, charging, the different Tranſgieſſor with 
an higher, or lower imputation of Guilt, as he ſtands delinquent in 
either, But to render this matter more fully evident, I will draw. 
out, and exemplify theſe general heads, in ſome of the moſt impor- 
tant and particular caſes contain'd under them, to which the ref! 
may be calily reduc'd, We may therefore be partakers of other 
dM :n's Sins either ys: ; Cry apts I ae, 35 
I. Commanding, 0v Commiſſioning their Execution, 
2. Conniving at, Cenſenting to, or concealing them, 
3. Adminiftring Counſel, Direction, — $0ward! ibem. 
4. Commending, Approving, Excuſing, or Defending them. 
5. Giving Offence, or ſcandalous Kxample. EINE 
6, Authorizing, Propagating, or publiſhing any Hereſy, Falſe Doctrine, 
_ Scbiſm, Faction, Irreligion, or Immorality. | ; | 
1. And fuſt, We may partake of other men's Sins, by Commanding, or 
C mm ſioning their Execution, This particulary reſpects all fuch as 
are invefted with any Jurisdiction, or Authority over their Inferiors, 
| all Princes and Magiſtrates, Civil and Ecclefiaftical, Maſters and Go. 
ver nos, Patents and Guardians, or any other that enjoy a Right of - * 
Dominion gr Diſcipline. Granted and Eftabliſhed by the Law, and 
2 Piceminence-rcquiring all Allegiance and Subjection to them in 
all things ſuſt and Honeft. Now tho* this Sovercignty is reftrain'd 
within the Rules of Juſtice aud Equity, of Reaſon and Religion, and 
00: Power upon Eartb can Authorize, Jolly or excuſo the Viola- 
tion of them, there lying a Superior, Inde eafible Qbligation that 
©x Mp(s all Men from an illegal or uſurp'd Obedience ; yet the son- 
nmobirg Sway, and overbe ning Awe of Force and Authority, the 
a | 2 Ts F WIC. | aſtrigh- 


1 


titude engag'd in it, it may be alſo of a complicated Nature, as it's 8 
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affrighting and almoſt irteſiſtible Terrors of Threats and Puniſhments? 


the Dazling Glory of Wealth and Grandeur, together with the per- 
ſuaſive Influence of Intereft and Ambition, make great Allowance 
for Fleſh and Blood, not eaſily capable in it ſelf, without the merci- 


ful Aſſiſtance of Divine Grace, to ſtruggle with, and vanquiſh ſuch 


preſſing Difficulties and Temptations; and therefore charge back a 
double Portion of Guilt upon thoſe Perſons who abuſe their Domi- 
nion to biſe and ſinful purpoſes, who in this caſe ate to be confider'd 


as the principal Authors of theſe Evils, as the prime cauſe and O. 
riginal Ground-ſpring from whence they flow. Not that this 
Neflection of a greater Degree of Guilt upon the Commander, can 
Wholly acquit the Subordinate TranſaQor of his, who knows he 


13 Reſponſible to a much greater Maſter and Sovereign. He muſt 


| 


ſhare his Proportion, and bear his own Burden, tho“ of much leſs 
Weight than that of his Superior. It is obſervable that the Roman 
Law inclin'd very much in favour to ſuch unhappy Perſons as lay 
under theſe Diſadvantages of Power and Obligations, whereby they 
were Obnoxious to be compelled to execute, or comply with any 


Injunction that might contraditt their Conſcience, or interfere with 


their Juſtice and [ntcgrity»impuring the Offence chie fly ta thoſe un- 


der whoſe Government they acted as the adequate and impulſiyve cauſe | 


of the crime, and true object of the Penalty , elteeming the immediate 
Delinquents to be properly non ſui Juri, or capable ſudges in the caſe, 


and therefore not ſo much the Authors of Iniquity, as meer Paſſive 
Machines, directed by the hands of deſpot ick and over ruling Mani- 


gers. As doubtleſs the Strength of the Temptation, the prevalence 


of Inducements, and the want of Liberty, do very much extenuate the 
Tranſgreſſion in the One, ſo muſt it proportionably aggravate that 
in the Other, in perverting and proſtituting that Authority and ſa- 


cred Truſt that was repos'd in him for the promotion of Virtue and 
Piety, to the ſcandalous propagat ion of Vice and Debauchery. Upon 
which Reaſons are tounded thoſeſeyeral Maxims of the civil Law, that 
exempt all thoſe that act under a command from the Guilt of the 
Offence. And on the ſame Account we find 1n the Scriptures many 


Inſtances of very flagrant Sias, committed by ſome Miniſters of State, 
aſcrib'd only to the ſupream power, under whoſe Commiſſion they 


acted. A very convincing Example whereof we read in the, diſmal 
cafe of Uriah, whoſe ex<crable Murther, tho tranſacted by ab thro 


David's Order, was not only charg'd upon the King himſelf, in his 
own words in his penitential Pſalm compos'd on that lamentable 


occaſion, but by the Holy Ghoft alſo 1n the 2d of Samuel 12.9. Thoy 
haſt kill'd Uriah the Hutite with the Sword, and han ſlain him with the 
Sword of the Children of Ammon. Tho' doub:leis his Subj-&s were 
guilty of a very heinous Sin, in obeying their Sovereign's impious 
Command; yet did God viſit that abominable and ungrateful Fact 
8 Se, upon 
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uponthe Prince's Heed, in a puniſhment that wore the colour of his 
Crimes and branded his otherwiſe [potleſs Character with a bloody 
Mark to all Poſtertty. And ſo was the parallel Murther of Nabotb 
both aſcrib'd to, and expiated ia the perſons of Ahab and Fexa bel, 
who remain upon Record as frightful and infamous Examples of a- 
bus'd Power, Avarice, and Uſurpation. Where Princes thus pre- 
ſume to force the Gunſciences of their Subjects, and break in upon 
their Rights and Laws, not on!y their private and perſonal, but 
the publick and National Crimes will be requir'd at their Hands zand 
for this reaſon the Idolatry of the Fews is charg'd upon Feroboam, for 
which the Spirit of God has ſtigmatiz'd his Pedigree to Eternity, in 
that odious and reproachtul Character of bing the Son of Nebat that 
made Iſrael to fin. When Aaron had ſo far ſubmitted to the 1mpious 
Requeſt of the people as to dethrone their God and Sovereign, and 
change their Glory into the ſimilitude of a Calf that eateth Hay, we 
find Moſes accuſing the High-Prieſt of their Rebellion and Idolatry, 
in this ſharp Expoſtu lation, hat did 1h people unto thee, 
| Exod. 33. thatthou hall brought ſo great a Sin upon them > The ſame Rea- 
31. lon will be found to hold good in all Caſes of Govern- 
if ment, and Authority, which in the very loweſt Degree are 
Offices of Commiſſion, and Truſt, lodg'd as the Delegacy and Vice- 
Gerency of God, the Fountain of all power, in the hatids of Magt- 
ſtrates and Superiors, who ſtand accountable to him for the Crimes 
of their Interiors, in which they are Partakers, and conſequently 


will bear the Load of adouble Damnation, when the Souls that are 


Joſt thro' their Miſconduct are required at their Hands. ' _ 

II. Secondlywe may be partakers of other Men's fins, by Connivigg 
at, conſenting to, or concealing them. Now the Guilt in this par- 
ticular riſes in proportion to the power and Obligation, that diffe- 
rently binds or engages Men, according to theiyariety of tbeir Cir- 
cumſtances and Stations, to prevent vice and injuſtice. By that 
Raule Is to be meafur'd the Bulk, and Extent of the Sin; for where a 
Man has no Power, ſuriſdiction, or Obligation to exert that Powers 
there can be no Communication of the Action: But where we are 
inveſted in ſuch Authority, as in the Caſe of all Publick Offices, and 
Adminiſtrations, or where the Precepts of Humanity, Civil Juſtice, 
or Religion require us to interpoſe, and reſtrain the Commiſſion ot 
any victous Act, either thro' Careleſſneſs and Negligence, Partiality, 
or Im punity in the One, Connivance, Conſent, or Concealment in 
the Other, they both become Partakers of the Crimes committed, in 
an unfaithful Diſcharge of their Duties, and a Tacit Violation of 
their Truſt, and are not only reſponſible for the prelent Acts alone, 
but alſo for all the miſchievous Conſequences attending them For 

vicious Cuſtoms ſteal upon us gradually, and by every fre ſn Ad- 
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vaticerment, get Ground and Strength, till at laſt by many multiply d 
Acts they e | ; 
out of che reach of !Controll or Correction, which che leaſt Diſci- 


7” pline ſeaſonzhly apply'd to, in a ſtate of Infirmity, had check d and 


ſuppreſs'd in their very Birth. Errors in practice being like Abſurdi- 


ties in Reaſoning, the Admiſſion of one Fallacy will draw a thouſand 


after it. Neglect and wantdof Animadyerfion, make delinquemts bold, 


and impudent, and will bring em trom extenuating, to juſtifying 
7 cheir Faults. THY 


A Tecit Admiſſion in any one that has the right of Prohibition 


% 


amounts to an Approbation of any thing in the ſenſe of the whole 


World, and involves the perſon ſo conienting under a double Guilty 


both as being a party concern'd in the Sin, and as a Traitor of his 


Authority. Silence where a man ought to ſpeak, is as culpable, if 


not more than an actual, and open Engagement. Theſe 


Things ha#theu done, and I b:id my Tongue, and thou Pal. 50. 21. 


thoug hielt chat was even ſuch an one as thy ſelf lays the 
Plalmiſt, and the natural Inference moſt Men are apt to draw from 
the cow afdly compliance, and baſe obſequicuſneis of uch as ought to 


ſhew their Power and Principles to the contrary. He that does not 


appear in oppoſition to that which it is his Duty to ptevent or lupprefs 
muſt at the leaft juftly be concluded not to be againſt it. 


according to that Aphoriſm of our bleſſed Saviour: He Mar. 9. 40. 


that is not a gainſſ as, is on our part, which indeed may ber 


a further Interpretation, that the Man tha t acts not evidently agaiaſt 


any party, or Deſign, is a real Promoter or Encourager ot it's inte- 


reſt. For certainly any Perſon in Authority does muck more contri- 


bute to the Advancement of Evil by a permiſſive Silence, and paſ- 
five Forbexrance, then an interior can in the moſt vigorous Ex- 


preſſion of bis Zeal and Fervency for it; becauſe by him Vice 


ſeems to be Legitim#ted, as twere Eſtabliſh'd by Law, and to 


. have its cyrrant Paſport without Controll in the WORLD. 
Thus does he that Aquieſces in, Submits to, or Winks at a 
Crime that by his Poſt and Power he is Qualify'd to Ferbid, 


Prevent, Redreſs, or Correct. become poſitively guilty of chat very 


Crime himſelf, as much as if he had been the Single and Perſona! 


Aggreſſor. Both the Old and New Teſtament abounding with preg- 
nant Examples for the proof of this Aſſertion; I ſhall trouble you 


with but tuo drawn out of each, which ſpeak very home to the j ur- 


poſe. ELITES, 


The fitſt is ther Remarkable and Notorious Caſe of 01d El, under 


the joint conſideration both ofa Parent and Magiſtrate. He TR 


like a too Indulgent Father and Governor, connivd at 1 Sam. 3. 


the abominable Tratiſgreſſions of the Prieſts his Sons, who 20. Cc. 
by turtung the very Temple into a Brothel-houſe, bad 


made the Sacrifice of the Lord to ſtinky and his Service deteſtable 


in 
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abliſh themſelves grow Head-ftrongs Irreſiſtable, and 
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in the fight of the people; and when he ought to have purg'd the „5 


Church of ſuch Sanctify d Villainy, and Executed the ſevereſt pu- 
niſhments that ſuſtice could inflict upon iuch Helliſh Crimes, and 
2s it were to have reconcil'd God to his Altar, by the Effunon of his 
own Guilty Blood upon it, he could not find in his Heart to give 
them ſo much as a Rebuke, till the Clamours and Gutcries of the 
people forc'd him to that Ungrateful Office. And even then too his 
Corrections were ſo ſoft and gentle, ſo full of filly Fondneſs, and Do- 
tage, that they rether Encourag'd, than Reſtrain d their Odious Im- 
pieties. High time was it for God to awake, when his Liftlels Yaw- 
ninęvice-gerent was thus {candalouſlyDrowly,to Vindicate chat ci y- 
ing Reproach he had brought upon bis Worſhip and Honour, by 
| ſuch Supine Oſcitancy, Sloth and Negligence. Accordingly we find 
God charging all theſe monſtrous Sins upon the old Fropher, wich the 
higheſt Ex probation of the blackeſt Ingratitude and Injuſtice, ſpura- 
ting the uſeleſs and unworthy Dotard out of bis Office » and execu- 
ing Vengeance upon him, and his whole Pofterity, with the utmoſt 
Ind ignation and Diſdain. 35 3 
S. The other Inſtance we have Recorded by St. Paul, in bis firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, c. 5. wherein he very ſharply charges his 
new Converts as partakers in the foul ſin of the Inceſtuous perlon, 
becauſe they Conni vd at it, and did not poſſitively proceed to Execute 
the Church Cenſures upon him, in totally cutting off ſuch a corrupt 
and rotten Member from its Body. Te are puff'd up, ſays he, and have nor 
rather mourn'd, that he that hath done 1his Deed might be taken away from _ 
among go For the Underſtand ing whereof, we muſt obſerve, that 
in the Primitive Ages of Chriſtianity, Excommunication denoted by 
theſe Expreſſions, ige ,Es¶ 0 ping Upay, and DAU To Talſcnd 
being never us'd, but on very great and enormous Occaſions, and 
be ing juſtly eſteemed of ſuch a dreadful and damnable Conſequence, 
was always attended with the ſad Pomp and mournful Solemnities 
of a Funeral; the Congregation were arrayed in Black, accompany- 
ing the Execution with Lamentation and loud Weeping, as o er the 
fpiritut death of the Criminal's foul. So that the Apoſtle here ex- 
poſtulates with the Corinthians, as Eneouraging and ſharing in tbe 
Vice, in omitting to punich it, tho“ in ſuch a ſevere and deſperate way: | 
wherein Mercy and Compaſſion might be allowed to take place, if 
iQ anyCaſe:jnithe Wenn hoon a ini” 9 
Thus the Toleration of any fin in Others by perſons of power and 
Authority, Tranſlates it back on their own Heads, and rer ders them, 
actually Guilty of it. This Aſſertion muſt be allow'd Evident and 
Undeniable in ali Inſtances of Government; but then there arites; 
a freſh Queſtion, how far we may be pertakers of other Men's Sins 
in the private intercourſe and Aﬀairs ol Human Life, between Man 
and Man, in common Converſation? We are certainly oblig d in 


1 
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Charity to bear always an hearty and tender Concern © 
for our Neighbour's Good and Safety, to confider one a- Heb. 10. 24. 
nother, to Jook not every Man on his own things, but 
every Man alſo to the things of others; to edify one ano Pbil. 2. 4. 
ther, to Adviſe, Warn, Recbuke, and by all other Me. Rom. 14. 
thods to Promote his welfare as occaſion ſerves, or we 19. c. 
have oppottunity of maintaining and Propagating 
the great Intereſt of Truth, Piety, and virtue in the World, But on 
the other hand, do not the ſame expreſs Injunttions of Charty, 
Religion, and Fuftice oblige us with equal Force, and Penalty, to 
the no leſs neceſſary Duties of Peace and Quietneſs, Forbearance, 
and Forgiveneſs, in Mercy, Compaſſion, and Good. Nature to cover 
and Conceal our Brother's Sins and Infirmities? Do not theſe as 
ſtrictly command us not to thruſt our ſelves Pragmatically into his 
Bufineſs, or meddle with thoſe Concerns that do not belong to 
u, or under the Sanctify'd pretence of Reformation of Manners, 
co turn Informer, aſſume an odious and Fadtious Office, arrogant- 
ly intrench upon others Chriſtian Liberty and Innocence, and un- 
der the ſhew of more Zeal and Purity (the moft infallible Token 
of a Dextrous and Refin'd Hypocrite , and Knave) turn the 
World upſide down, and ſet all Mankind into Quarre!s and Con- 
fafions ? Now to reconcile theſe Differences, and to fleer onr 
Courſe even between the Limits of Duty and Error, which in- 
# deed is not ſo eaſy a matter preciſely in allIoftances to do, theſe 
; Three Concluſions may help to ſolve moſt of the Difficultics in the 


þ caſe before us.  ' 5 DI 
I. Firft, We may be partakers of other Mens Sins, if we do not en- 
„ Mdeavour to the utmoſt of our power, 10 prevent or flop their C:mmiſſion, 
i | hen they openly break in upon Religion, or aſſault the Glory of God, In 


this Caſe xe /ye under a double Obligation to interpoſe in vindication of 
the divine Honour, and for the Eternal Salvation of our Brother ; both 
ewhich ought to be more Dear to us than any other Conſideration) in the 

World. ben we bear God's Holy and Dreadful Name Blaſphem'd, his 
Being Denyed, bis Providencs Arraignid, bis Goodneſs Cenſurid, his Poæu- 
er Contemnid, Fuflice 93. his Mercy mockid, or the ſacred my- 
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tbey themſelves are men, that it, Creatures, endu'd with 
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nial of God, (if I may fo ſpeak) and communicates a deep ſhare of the 
Guilt ; but bow much greater then does a pofitive derive ? When Mew 
out of a Time-ſerving fear, Scychopbantixing Flaitery, or miftaken Com- 
plaiſance, ſhall fall in iib the damnable Humours, oy Debauch'd Opi- 
nions of Lead Sots and Atheifli, ſmile at their ſmunty and profane Fefisy 
tamely bear thoſe boly Oxacles, by which we expect to be ſaved, ſcoffed at 
and Derided, and impudently Criticis*d uponm, and give an approving 
Laugb to that excellent Drollery, for wwbich the ſpeakers Tongue ought 
to be cut out, left they ſhould difpleaſe a Crew of Ignorant and profii- 
gate Inſideli, by ſhewing unſeaſonable before Brutes and . that 
ea ſon, and 
Reſtechion, that are not aſham'd of the God that ma de them, and bave ſo 
much Gratitude as to own and Vindicate the Saviour that Redeem'd 
them. Not to rebuke ſuch daving lmpieties, ( which fly in the Face of 
Heaven, end call aloud for ſpeedy Vengeance, for Thunder and Earib- 


guakes to blafl and ſwallow ſuch accurſed Miſcrean's, abo thus provokes 


| and ai 'twere anticipate their Damwation) notwith:an- 
Eph. 5. 11. ding tbe mofl powerful and dangerous Oppoſitions in the 
World, is, in the Apoſtles Language, To have tellowſhip 
of Darkneſs, to aſſ.ciate with Devils Incarnate, and to 
enter inio a Covenant with Death; and an Agreement with 
Hell, as the Prophet Bleganily ſpeaks, which ſuch rea- 
| | cherous Apoftates to their Religion, will at laſt, tot heir E- 
ternal ſorrow find their ju Reward bereafter. ds ns 
2. Secondly, We may be partakers of other Men's Sins, if we do 
not to the utmoſt of our Power, endeavour to prevent, or obſtru& 
their Commiſſion, when they manifeſtly endanger the good of the 
Publick. As we are Members oi the Government or Society, we are 
all oblig'd, in point of Honour, Intereſt and Conſcience, to main- 
tain its Security, promote its Welfare, and guard it agaidfft any Fa- 
ctious D.figns, or ſeditious Conſpiractes, that may threaten it's Con- 


Ia. 28. 18. 


ſtitution, dilcompoſe its Peace, or violate and ſubvert its Laws, |} 
God, and Natures has inveſted every Subjz& from his Cradle, with JI 


a Comanſſion to engage, diicover, and dilappoint the Enemies of his 
Cluich and Country; and he that is either privy to, 1nduſtriouſly 
© nc<s]s, or any ways abets their Schiſmatical Illegal, or Rebellious 

Ernterprizes, both in the Eyes of Human, as well as Divine Laws, is 
an Accom piice and Partaker in the Guilt, a Traytor to God, and his 
Prince, a patron end protector of la juſtice, and a common Adverſary 
to himſelt, as well as all Mankind. | e ; 

3. Thirdly, We may partake in other Men's Sins, by conniving at, 
or conſenting to, any imminent Danger, or great Injury, that may 
violently affect tre Body, or Soul, the Life or Eſtate, Spiritual or 

Jemporal, of our Neighbour. Where theſe viſible lie at ſtake, they 
demand our Succours, and common Humanity intereſts us in their 

Detence. Where his innocent Reputation is ſcandalouſly 9 | 
| | 8 13 
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his naked perſon openly Aſſaulted, or Aſſiſſinated, his Fortune ſccretly 
: ſtruck at, or undermin' , every Man is bound to follow the Exampſe 
_ of chat Heroick Champion. and Deliyerer of his Country-men, Moſes, 
_ who tho*'+ndow'd with ſuch an unparallell'd Mreknefs, as nothing but 
ſuch en heinous provocation could diſturb, Seeing one of his Brethren 
ſuffering wrong, deſended him, and aveng'd him that was e 
71 and ſmoie the Ægyptia a. Otherwiſe we lie obno- 724. 
xious to the imputa t ion of the Pſalmiſt, When thou ſaw a Thief, 
thou conſented(? unto him, and hat been Partaker with the : 5 
Adulterers. He muſt at leaſt be ſuppos'd a Well-wiſher Pſal 50, 18. 
co the villainy that can behold it's Commiſlion with» . 
« | - out Compaſſion and Reſentment. St. Paul's meer ſtanding by, and 
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' we have wafh'd our hands of the Guilt, and ſtand acquitted —_ 


n 


Devil, who is emphatically ſtyld the grand Accuſer of the Brethren, 


holding the Garments of St. Stephen's Executioners, was enough to 
have attainted che Apoſtle, and rendr'd him guilty of the Martyr's 


Blood, Now if barely viewing the Perpetrat ion of a Corporeal Crime 


in others, hen we can cbſtruct it, may make us MaletaRors our 


| ſelves, certainly the permiſſion of a Spiritual, much more, as tis of a 


more dreadful conſequence to the better part of Man, To prevent 


which, we are obliged to inter poſe with the moſt fraternal Concern, 


entle Admonitiony tender Reproof, kind Advice, and infinuating . 
en ſtill with a cautious and due conſideration of Time, of 
Place, and of Perſon. But it thele friendly Over'ures cannot prevail, 


before God, and our Conſcience; but without them, we Lev. r 9. 17 


are poſitively (41d even in the Moſaic Law, to ſuffer Sin 


upon him, and conſequently liable to partake of the 3 But 
however we muſt ſtrictly obſer e, that theſe Duties are always con- 


\ fined to oyert acts, and viſible Caſes ; for Religion has left in this 


Matter, a wide Room for the right Exerciſe of our Prudence and Di- 
ſcretion, for it does not oblige to charge Men at random; upon bare 


Surmiſe and Suſpition, or to pry officiouſly into their Lives and ſe- 
eret Affairs, and to invade their private Rights, by uſurping a ſurii- 


dition, which we hae no title to Juſtity, or with a rude Air of 
Superiority, to obtrude our ſelyes upon 'em as Privy Counſellors, and 


Dogmatically cenſure, Rebuke, cr advite in our Neighbour's Pro- 
ceedings, that don't belong to us, neither lie under the Verge of our 


Cognizance. Whatever godly and fallacious Glofles ſuch troub'e- 
ſome Waſps, that erect into illegal Inquiſitions, may caſt upon their 
actions, they are doubtleſs the un warrantable Effects of an idle, in- 
croaching, impertinent and medling Curioſity, a vice as contrary 


to the true generous Spirit of Chriſtianity, as *tis to good Mariners. 
and Juſtice. ' It is in ſhort the baſe product of IIl-Nature, 


Spiritus! 
Pride, Cenſoriouſaeſs, and Sanctify'd Spleen, precending 4 Cary 
on the bleſſed work of Reformation, by lying, flandering, u biff e- 


ring, backbiting, and tale-bearing, the moſt expreſs Character .f rhe 


—— 
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No wonder therefore that St. Paul has ſo ſeverely ſtigmatiz'd theſe 

 Buſic-Bodies in other Men's Matters, thele Amdgirioxemre that pre- 
ſume to exerciſe the Offic: and Diſcipline of a Biſhop in other Men's 
Proyinces (as the Original may be render'd) whom he juſtly ranks 
with Murtherers, Thieves, and Malefactors, 1 Pet. 4. 15. as the moſt 
proper perſons to Keep one another company. + * 

III. I come now te the Third general Head propos'd, namely, 
That we may partake in other Men's Sins, by adminiſtring coun- 
ſel, direction, or aſſiſtance towards them. It is almoſt impoſſible that 

any great Act of Villainy ſhould be carry'd on; and accompliſh'd by 
any one ſingle Perſon 3 there muſt be Co-operators, Partners, and 
Under-workers ia it, who like the ſeveral Actors in a well-torm'd 


Tragedy, muſt contribute their various parts to the main Body of the 
Action, and all conſpire and unite in the Fatal Caſtrophe. Few men 


tho” of the moſt exalted Genius reach, and Depth, haye in themſelves 
either Heads or Hearts ſufficient, Power, Conduct or Policy, to 
contrive, Manage, and compleat an Elaborate and Conſummate piece 


of Sin, a Sin ot Bulk, Figure, and Extent. There muſt be many 


Hands employ'd, many Confederates let into, and truſted with the 
 Secxet, any One whereof milcarrying, may endanger the beſt proje- 


cCtel Plot in Nature. Therefore the Grand Decetyer of Mankind is 


caretu] to pick out his Privy Council, Men of ſhewrd Dexterity and 
Cunning, well vers'd in all his Artificial Wiles, and ſubtile Strata- 
gems» that with fair Countenances, and ſmooth Tongues, can Hy pa- 

_ critically Blanch, and Palliate the moſt odious, and deformed ini- 
quities, and {li]y infinuate them into the weak and undiſcerning- 
Adbdlalom muſt have his Achitophel Job his boſom Serpent, his Wite, 
Judas his Sanhedrim ; that under the ſecred and endearing Pretence 
of Friendſhip, for the Gratification of their Ambition, Pleaſure, or 


his God, and Bribe, che third to betray his very Saviour. | 
Now certainly thele Agents and Sollicitors in the Devils cauſe, who 


3 Avarice, muſt periwade the one to Rebel, entice the other to renounce 
2 
EN 


adyile, direct or promote it, are to be.confider'd not only as the Al- 


lies, but as principal tharers in the Sin; whether they bring about 
their Deſigns by «kilfully applying to the Humours, Affections or Inte- 
rells of the perſon Berray'd or by Importunity, and the winning charms 
of Addreſs, enforc'd by proper Arguments, Objects and Occaſions to 
catch and inſnare an Ungarded Heart. Nay, further, he that thus 


Inveighels any Perlon, and ſeduces him againſt the Reluctance ol 
his Conlctence, by Menaces or Sollicitations, muſt be concluded un- 


der a deeper Imputation of Guilt, than the very Actor himlelt, as thoſe 
Words of our. Savionr ſeem poſitively to infer, -as 'twere-a little in 
Excu'e of that corrupt and ſelt-condemn'd Judge, Pontius Pilate, o- 
y-ib--rn by the Clamours and Outrage of the tumultuous Jews, into 


the molt Villainous, moſt Execrable Sentence, upon the Juſteſt, eng 


Iansc nteſt petion in the World, even egainſt all Convictions n 
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the moſt undeniable Truth , ard Reaſon. He that deli- 
ver'd me unto thee. bath the greater Sin, which does aſſert Joh. 19. 11. 
the Traytor mor? a' Son of Perdition, than the Falle TT 
Condemner F imſelf. So highly are we oblig'd in the words of Fa- 
Cob, to beſeech God to keep us free frem any Communion with 

theſe Inſtruments ot Cruelty; O my Soul, come not thou unto thety Se- 
cret unto their Aſſembly, mine honour be not thou united, Now it bare 


Countel or Aſſiſtauce can Entitle us to any Sin before its Commiſ- ] 
fion, certainly , 35 JV 
IV. Feurthly, We may alſo become Partakers of it, in Commen- 
, ding, Approving, Excuſing or Defending it afterward. In this caſe 
A Man contracts the Gilt of a Prior Action, he fins by precedent, and 
derives another's Tranigreſſion upon himſelt by his aſſent to it. Theſe 
aceithe Patrons and Advocates of Satan's court, who tho" they dare 
not perſonally appear in the crime, yet are his taithful Friends in 
the Juſtification ot it. We may frequently obſerve many of the 
| crafty, time-ſerving Politicians of this World, to act always in 
publick on the Reſerve, and never to declare their Opinions and 
Principles, to keep Mankind in ſuſpence, and hold their Adverſaries 
| at a parry, but never fail to fall in with the party, and cloſe with 
1 the Victorious ſide» when their Iatereſt lyes ſure and open, They 
i are content till that, to act behind the curtain, fee others 'expos'd to 
Difficulties and Dengers, and draw the Tools in with Flattering 
] Panegyries, that they may reap the Fruit of their Labours, Such 
. ? Men are as much in their Thoughts, and Imaginations Engag'd in 
the Sin, however they may fancy themſelves Secure and Innocent, 
in this miſerable Salvo of not being Actual and Direct Aggreſſors 
in it, Tho' it muſt be confeſs d to be impoſſible for any one to do 
as much with his Heart and Inclination, as he can with his Hand 
and Purſe, yet confidericg the cauſe which may reſtrain him, which 
perhaps is only Cowerdice, fear of Succels, or want of Opportunity \ 
he may become partaker of the Guilt, by ths malicious Intentions of 
| his Mind, and the deprayati.n of his Will, by which the Malignity 
okt any Crime is to be meaſur*!, and God will judge us at the laft day. 
| The Scribes and Pharile. & Li) pocritical Profeſſion of their Innocen- 
| Cy, was not ſufficient to exempt them ſrom the Imputation of their 
' 


Forefather's Murder and Sactiicge, whilſt they retain'd abetted their 2 

Principles, upon which that levere Woe is denounc'd upon them. | 

Becaule ye build the Tombs of the Prophets, and garnifh ie 

: Sepulchres of the Righteous, and ſay, If we had been in the” Matth.23. 
| days of our Fathers, we ' would not have been partakers with 29. &G | 

them in the Blood e / he Prophets ; Wherefore ye be Witneffes 33 

unto your ſelves thas ye are the Children of ihem which illi the Prophiti- 

| Fill ye up then the meaſure of your Kgthers, ye Serpents, ye generation N. 

| | pers, how can ye eſcape the Damnation of Hell? If theretore we may | 

thus by the lecret Approbarien ot our Juogmegt of any Grime w_ | 
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tract its Guilt, certainly much more by Commending, Excuſing, 
Extenuacing, or Defending it, which not only Juſtifies Evil, but Eu- 
courages and confirms Men in the praCtice of it ; and has fo much. 
more Malignity in jts Nature, in that neither Temptation, or Infirmi- 
ty can be pleaded in its behalf; Nay farther, $t. Fohn aſſerts, that 
the very Wiſh of Succe(s towards it, can render the Speaker an Ac- 

complice. If there come any unto you, ſays he, and bring not this Doctrine, 


Receive him not into your Houſe, neither bid him God ſpeed 5 For he thas 
 biddeth him God ſpeed , is partaker of his evil Deeds; Eph. 2. 10, 11. 
Where we (ce that even a bare Entertainment, civil Salutat ion, or a 
flattering Complement beſtow'd upon any Perſon, relating to the 


' Vices or Errors wherein he is Engaged, actually makgs them ours, and 
derives the ſame Guilt on our own Heads. St. Paul carries this Cri- 
tical Caſe of Conlcience even yet to an higher Extremity , and tells 
us, that a meer Complacency in other's Sin appropriates it to us. For 


in his Epiſtle to the Romans, c. 1. after having recounted the moſt 


horrible catalogue of Sins tha Human Nature can be guilty of in the 
utmoſt ſtate of Corruption, he concludes all with that Superlative 
Degree of it, that laſt finifhing ſtroke, and (if I may be allow'd to 


ſpeak) Hyp-chol: of Iniquity, in this Conſummate and dreadful Cha- 
racter, Ihe kn:wing the Fudgment cf God, that they which commit ſush - 


© things are worthy of Death, not only do the ſame, but have plea- 
V. 32; ſure in them that do them, Thus a Man by a grateful R-fle- 
Ction upen, and a Wiiful Propenſity to Vice, may be guil- 


ty of all the viſchiet and Calamity, all the Villainy and Debauckery 
that was eyer committed by Mankind; and by the help of a Lively 
Memory and a Lewd Imagination, ſpiritually act over all the moſt 


Elagicious and Neinous Impieties that tlie 1oul is capable of Repre- 
ſenting, the Devil of ſuggeſting , and the United Annals of Hiſtori- 


ans Recording. He may be the very Reverſe of his Bleſſed Saviour 


(of whom he ſo deſperately ſtands in need) not only bear, but be po- 
ſitively guilty of the Sins of the whole World. Thus we may par- 


take of other Mens Crimes by a phantaſtical delight in them. 


v. Fifebly, We may partake in other Mens Sins, by giving Offence, or 
ſcandalous Example. As Men are Members of Societys they ſtand Keſponfible 
not only for the poſitive Legality of the Actions, as confider'd in them ſelves, an 


their own Natures, ſolely with reſpect io the ſubjei- matter of them) but alſo 


for their Relative Conſequences, 41 they may affe#t the Conſciences of others, to 
which we are bound by ihe Laws of Charity to give no Violation, Diſtur- 


banc or Occaben of Trenler ng and in all our Deportment 10 conſuis not 
ecency and Expediency , with regard to our 


| Brahren, againſt whom we may fin, (as St. Yaul («y5, in the admirable 
Fate of this Gaſe, 1 Cor. 8. 10.) and wound their week Conſciences and ſin 
againſt Ghrifte Thus the Abuſe even of an Innocent Libertj cannot be juſtify'd by 
-\ & good Intention, and we are liable io anſwer for the fall of thoſe to whom 
: we hecome a Stumbling Block » and 4 Rock of Offence, And if * 
C e N nox jous 
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Obnoxious for the conſequences of even our Law ful Actions, how much hig ber 
will the Obligation vile in the ill Effects of thoſe that are really in themſelves 


unlawful? Here we propagate our Malignity ſpread our Infection like 4 


Walking Peftilence, communit ating our poyſonou; Influence to all about 18, 
and tranſpreſs a1 twere by Proxy. Number and Example carry a much 
more Controlling Evidence, than the Demonſtra oni of Rea ſon and Argu- 
ment. For thele are viſib e to the ye, an! ſtrike quicker aud deeper 
upon the 1magination» than principles and pecul tions upon the 
underſtanding; which is decely'd, and kurry'd away with a Deſire 


of Imitation, and is apt to deduce, and frame Rules by Examples, in- 


_ ſtead of Fx:mples by Rules; eſpecially where they fall ia with che 
_ corrupted in elinations of Nature, and have the Advantage of being 
well recommended they icarce fail to hock the moſt conſtent virtue 


to confirm tuoie that are already in a vicious Courle, and pervert 
weak and unſtable Perſons into Sin and Error, who hive not ther 


Senſes exercised, to dilcern betwixt Good and Evil. And thus, whe- 


ther we follow, or lead others, We bath ways become partakers of 


their Sins. In the firſt caſe the Temptation is very ſtron g and with- 
out Gods preventing Grace, almoſt irreſiſtable: For a man muſt have 
a ſteady Government over hi: felt, and his Paſſions, together with 
an inflexible eye fixed on his Duty, and an unſhaken Contempt of the 

World and its Flatteries, and Cenſures, he muſt be ſtanch in his Reſo- 


Jutions and maſter of his Conduct, neither to be corrupted by ſhame, 


hopes, or fears, that is not born down in a Throng, and ſuak in che 
Tide of popular Authority. For when one Vice gets into faſhion, 


it makes Religion look fingular and increditable On the other hands 


let but a Man of figure and charaCter, of intereſt and quality, lead 
the way, how many implicit. and tawning prolelytes will follow the 


temporizing Courtier, like Beaſts in a Track, with a refin*d under- 


ſtanding to give up their Creed, abandon their Old Friends, with their 


unprofiteble principles, Careſs their moſt implacable Ene mies, and 
Betray and ſacrifice both Church and State to their inſatiable Luſt, 


Pride, Avarice and Ambition! Such a Man like Lucifer, muſt fall 
wich, and Damn his Legians, and like him too, be accountable tor 
all the Villainy, Treachery, and Rebellion, into which his Hel}ith | 


Example ſeduc'd them. * BY 
VI. La. We may be partakers of other Mens Sins, by Autho- 


 rizing, Propagating, or publiſhing any Hereſy, Ealſe- Doctrine, 


Schiſm, Faction, Iireligiors or Immorality. For theſe cortupt and 
debauch Men's Minds; and conſequently Influence, and pervert 
their Lives, For 'tis very rarcly ſeen, that wicked Principles lie 
fill, and dormant in the Conſcience, and not exert and ſhew them- 
ſelves in Action : And he that lays the Poyſon is the cauſe of his 


Death who ſwallows it. He that puts 2 Cheat end Lye upon aco- 
ther, leads him Moodwinkr into Falſhood and Miflake; and when 
once a Man is got into Errory he goes headlong, and Blindfold into 


Perdition. 
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Petdition. There is à firange Iofatuation, and as *twere fort of 
Witehcraft in Falſe Doctrine, that unaccounably beſots, and flupi- 
fies the Reaſon ; and ſcarce was there ever any Broach'd, however 
Impious or abſurd, but found fome Patrons pres Ploſelytes, to Be- 
lieve and Maintain it. Are not therefore all the vile Enormities, that 


ate the natural product of wild Licentious and Enthuſiaflick Opini- 


ons, to be charg'd back upon the Original Author, in whom = 
$ 


muſt all Center, and Conterminate, 28 in that Root of Bitterne 


from whence they ſprung ? Meterodoxy and Blaſphemy, Lewdneſs, 
and Profaneneſs, ate of fuch a black and frightful Complexion in 
themſelves, that repreſented in their Native Deformity, they would. 
gain few Votarics in the World : Therefore theſe Spiritual Panders 


in Iniquity cover the odions Monſter with Artificial. Guiſes, and 


Difſembl'd. Colours, to make it look amiable and engaging. And 
when Sophittry and Falſe Wit cloath the Fallacy, they eafiily ſeduce 


and beguile the ignorant and vicious; and men are oftentimes 
125 ſwallow that Diet for the Sauce, which they would o- 
therwiſe loath and\nauſeate, When the Directors of Men's Con- 
ſciences turn lonpoBors and betray, and miſl:ad. them into thoſe. 


tem pre 


Sins the) ſhould. teach them to avoid, ſuch pernicious Infidelity 
to their Sacred Office, ought jaſtij to Entitle them to ali thoſe re- 
— Woes, denounced by God and Chriſt againſt thoſe. Falſe- 
rophets, and Phariſaigal Doctots, who peiverted the Divine Law, 
and made even the bleſſed Word of God, the ſad Inflrument of 
Damnation to Mankind, 3 


Thus in all heſe Inflances, we ſee there ii an Union, or as 'twere 
2 ® Confederacy in Vice, it joyns hand in hand, and diaws out into 
Leagues and Combinations; its Contagion ſpreads like a Leprofy ; 
there's no breathing in its Air with ſafety 5 we cannot look on it 


without endangering our Health and Innocence, nor touch it with- 
out uncleanneſs and pollution. In all theſe Caſes there is a Com- 


munication of Guilt both backward and forward, whereby we be- 

come partakers of other Men's Sins. In the Commander, Parent; 

or Governor, it recoils upon the perſon in Authority, baſely abnſhog 
his Power, Proftituting the Vice-Gerency of God to execrabie pur- 


ſes, betraying his Sacred Truft and Comm. ſſion, aud violating 
$ Faith and Honour, in conniving at, conſenting to, or concealing. 


* 
* 


thoſe Impieties we onght to punrith, prevent or feſttain we ate po- 


farively acceſſory to their Commiſſion, by a tacit Approbation. and a 


Conſcious, and Cowardly Forbearance, By adminiftring Counſel, 


Direction, or Aſſiſtance towards them we :Q the part of the Tempter 


himſef, inſtigating Evil and promoting the Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
and Deſttuction of our Fellow=Creatures. In Commending 


Approving or Defending any | Crime, we appropriate it to 


our ſelves, tranſpgreſs at ſecond hand, become the- Guardians of 
_ Tniquity, and commence the Deyil's Champions, to fight his bw 
e | | 5 2 | ; 5 Gone oo 55 


ag 9 wares” a a e : 
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tles, and maintain his Cauſe, and reprefent him in the moſt dete- 
ſtable Quality of his Nature, a Delight in the Diſhonour of God. 
aud the Miſery and Ruin of Mankind, In giving Offence by one 
Actions, we uſe our Liberty for a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, and 
make hat would be otherwiſe innocent, Culpable, By a ſcands- 
lous Life, and Example, we derive a Reproach upon our Holy 


 Profeffion, and mult anſwer for thoſe that are ſeduc'd by its baleful 


and infectious Influence. By inflilling or propagating Heterodox, 


Schiſmatical, Atheiſtical Factions, or !mmoral Principles into others, 
we turn meer Anci-Chrifts, and Emiſarics of Hell, and muft anſwer 


for all the Souls that periſh thro“ our Treachery, Guile or Deluſion. 
Give me now leave very biiefly, and by way of Application of 
this whole Diſcourſe, to urge one or two particular Motives to de- 
ter us from falling under this great and dangerous Guilt of parta- 
king in other Men's Sias. | 5 | 
1. The Firft may be drawn from the conſideration of that heavy 
Hurthen of Guilt, which lies upon every Man's own Conſcience, too 
Great to need the Additional Weight of others, Thar in it ſelf, 
(God knews) is grongh to fink us, without his Infinite Mercy, 


| and the' All-atroning Merits of our Saviour. Now if the malipnity 


but of the leaft fingle Tranſgteſſion, witheut that, can confign us 
over to Eternal Parditi-n, if as the Scriprures, and our own wretched 
Experience convince us, that even a jun Man falls ſeren times a 
day, What a fearful Reckoning is he like to make, who beſides his 
own imme 'e Sum, elmoft without Number or Bounds ftands char- 
gable for ſucha long and frightful Catalogue of other Men's Sins? 
Can he by any means (to uſe the Elegant Expreſſion of the Pſalmiſt) 
Redeem his Brother, or give to God a Ranſom for his Soul, that 
Le has thus plung'd into Miſery, and ſeduc'd into Ruin? Can he be 
a Mediator for another, that ſo much w ants the Interceſſion of one 
for himſelt? And if the Righteous can ſcarcely be ſaved, where 
Mall this Ungodly, this Over-grown, this Exorbitant Sinner, laden 
with Iniquity, Appear? Therefore, 5 5 

2. Secondly, the vaſt Extent and Duration, with the infinite, la- 
mentable conſequences of this method of ſinning. ſhould caution and 
deter us from falling into it. All other crimes lie under ſome Limi- 
tation; they are at an end, or die with the man: But here a Man's 


Sin ſurvives his Funeral; and even when he is dead, he finneth, He 


that propagates or publiſhes any pernicious Writings or Tenets, 


knows noi, how far their poyſon will reach, or where the deadly 


contagion will ſtop. It is an epidemical Evil, a national Calzmitys 


an everlaſting plagues that has flair; its Thouſands, and its ten Thou- 


ſands, that in the bands of that deſtcoying Angel, the Devil, can taint 


whole Families and kingdoms, and tranſmit its venom down, to Po- 


ſterity, and continue ſpiritual Death to the end of the World. How 
do thoſe execteble Miſcreants, Arvius and Socinus tho“ ſu many 
ao Bac mw” years 


——— 


— 


— — — — 


„err an inexhauftible Fund of De- 
De 


 Enthuſiams, of ſuch an illeterate and ſcandalous Wretch as Fox, ſhould 
| in the ſmall compaſs even of our Memory gain ſuch mighty ground, 
iQ Captrvne ſo many Fools, and Damn em with a Diobolical inſpiration 
FE and Non-ſenſial Cant? or to go higher, wko would have imagin'd, 
1 that two or three Jeſuits in Maſquerade crept into a Conventicle, 
' 38 {hould ſow thoſe ſchiſmatical Seeds of Faction and Rebellion, that 
3B in a few years ſhould riſe to that prodigious degree, as to be able ta 
graſp the Crown, contend with the Scepter, and not only threaten, 
but xceomplith the Downfa! both of Church and State? But how | 
| were theſe Numbers ra id, and this mi chief with ſuch amazing Suc- 
ceſs carry'd on? Mas it not by many wild, latitudinarian, extrava- | 
_ gant Opinions, and bewitching falle Doctrines, the 1mpudent Cla- 
mours, the lying Milrepreſentarions, the (ſcandalous and falſe Libels, 
both upon the King and the Church, that every day were Trumpeted 
out of the Pulpit and the Preſs, thoſe mints of Atheiſm, and Irreli- 
gion, that then poyſon'd the Nation, and beſotted it into its own 
Ruin ? And are not the ſame hands at work agen, and the ſame Vil- 
Tainous Methods purſu'd ? Were ever ſuch outragious Blaſphemies a- | 
| gair{f God, and all Religion, Natural as well as Reveal'd, vented 
| publickly wich Impur.ity, in any Chriſtian Church or Kingdom in 
F the wihple Wor d, as at preſent in our own? (be it ſpoken to our 
Shame. andif not remedy'd to our Confuſion) for if they fail of the | 
fame effect, not to embroil us agen in Blood and Ruin, it can be ow+ | 
ing to nothing but God's Infinite, hut Unmerited Mercy, and Long- | 
Suffer ing. that we ere not utterly Conſurn'd, CCG. | 
 *Laftly; This manner of ſinning ought with a more peculiar Diligence 
to be ay ided, becauie . as what without the ſuper-Natural Aſſiſtane 
of the Divine Grace, we can never Repent of, and for which conſe- 
qu n ly we can never be forgiven. All fins intail Damnation upon 
& e Off-nd-r «+ but, this almeſt with an inevitable Neceſſity :: For be- 
files that, before we can arrwe so this lad Degree of Impiety, "x 


* 


7 


F 
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power of God's ipiric upon them, it happens, 


— per me —. — — 


at the Aſiats at Derby: 19 


muſt quite have Exringuiſh'd the Ligkt of our conſcienets: ind the 


Firſt, That we can have no through knowlege of the Extent 
cf his ſin, it being com:nunicated ſo unſuſpectedly, and at fuck 
a diſtance. And, Secendly, That it is a crime, for the aher 
whereof we can never make Reparation, or Reſtitution to the 

perſon ſeduced into it, and conſequently obtain no compleat = 


and accep able repentance for its Guiltz And though it could 


be ſuppod, That we ſhould Repent of is Our ſelves, yet the 
Unhappy perſons we have Betray d, may be either ſo firmly ſ:tried. 


in tbeir Etrors, as fo be incapable of conviction, or gone into an 


Unchangeable itate, and ſo out of the reach of being reclaim<d}; 


Certainl), if there be any fin in the World, that does more e- 


minently carry the image, and ſuperſcription of the Devil up. 
cn it, it is this, and what will infallibly inherit his ſevereſt pi- 
niſhments. If there are different degrees of Glory in Heaven, 
as the A poſtles tells us, and by Anology we may conchid- that 


there are diffezerit Degrees of Torment in Hell, according to 
the Size and Quality of the Offender, no Manſion in that diſ- 


mal phce will be too Bad for ſuch Exceſſive and Abominable 


Criminals; where were they to meet no other aggravation to their 
miſe y, but that of beholding and converſing with ſo many wret- 

ched Objects, whom they brought into that place of Tormene, it 
would heat the Euinace ſeven times hotter, add fury to Hell 
Flames, and a double weight to their Damnation, Now from 


this Tremendous Sin, which no goo Man can think of without 


Ho:rcur, or ſpeak of without Trcaibling, 


| Good Lord Deliver Us. 


FINIS. 


— — 


Horat. Lib III. of. Imitated. 


HE Man that's Reſolute and Juſt, 
Firm to his Principles and Truſt, 
Nor Hopes, nor Fears can blind; 
| No Paſſion his Deſigns control; 
Not Love, that Tyrant of the Soul, aa} i 2 
Dan ſhake his ſt:ady Mind, © t 
Not Parties for Revenge E.:gag'd, | . 
Nor Threatnings of a Court ag. | 


Nor S orms where Fleets diſpair: 
No Ttwider pointed at his Head 
The ſharrer d World may ſtrike him Dead, 
Nor tonch his Soul with Fear. 


From this the Greecian Glor roſe; 
By this © Roman aw'd their Foes, 
Of this their Poe's ſing 
Theſe were the Pa hs the Heroes wod 4 3 
Theſe Aris male Hercules a God, | 
And great Naſſau 2 King. 


Firm on te rolling Deck he ſtood, 
Unmov'd behe'd the breaking foo 
Wich black' ning S ortus combin 'd; 
Virme he cry'd, will force it's way, 
The Winds may for 2 whi le delay, 

No: alter our Deſign. 


The Men whom ſelſiſh Hopes inflame, 

O: Vanity allures to Fame, 4 
May be'o Fears berray'd; * 
But here a Ch urch for füccou— flies, 
Inſulted Law expiring lyes, 

And londly calls for Aid. 


Yes, Britons, yes! with ardent Zeal 

I come, the wounded Heart to heal, 
The wounding Hand to bind! 

See, Tools of Arbitrary Sway, ; 
And Prieſts, like Locuſts, feoht away Fe — 
Before the Weſtern Wine! + = Sh 

Law ſhall again her Force reſume 3 - 
Religion, elcar'd from Cloads of Rowe, 
With brighter Rays adyance, 


* 
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The Britiſt Eleet ſhall rule the Deep; 
The Britiſßʒ You h, 2s rous' from Sleep; 
Strike Terror into France | 


Nor ſhal! theſe Prom ſes of Fate 
Be limited to my (hor Da'c ß; 
| Wheel fron Cares withdraw 5 
Sti >=] ne Britiſh Scep er ſtand, 
* Shall flouriſh in a Fewa'e Hand, 
And :o Ma kind g:ve Law. 
| Ste ſhall Domettick ces unite, 
| Monarchs bencatt bc K lag ſhail Fight, 
uu ole Armies drag her Chain; 
s e ſhal ot [tal eftore. : 
| Sal. wake ihe Iu pe. a Eagle ſcar, 
And g ve a King o Spain. 
Ba, know, Fhele Promiſes are given, 
Theſe great Rewards Im partial Heaven : 
Docs on theſe Terms Decree , 
That, ſtrictly puniſhing Mens Faults, 
ou let their Conſciences and Thoughts, 
KReſt abſolutely Fre. GS 


Let vo falſe Politicks confine 
I. In narrow bounds your vaſt Deſign, 
9 To make Mankind Unite; 

Nor think it à ſufficient Cauſe, 

To puniſh Men by penal Laws, 

For not believing Right. 
| Rome, whole blind Zeal deſtroys Mankind, 
Rome Sons ſhall your Compaſſion find, 

WE: Who necr Compaſſion knew 2 

By nobler Actions theirs condemn ; 

For what has been reproach'd in Them 
Van ne er be prais dan Your © 
Theſe Subjects Suit not with the Lyre ; 
Mule, to what Height doſt thou aſpire} 
Pretending to rehearſe 5 
The Thoughts of gods, and god- like Kings? 
Eeaſe, ceale to leſſen lofty Things, 

By mean ignoble Verſe! 
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